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O]j'ice Memowmdzzm UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Assistant Director for Operations DATE: 6 October 1948
FROM : Chief, Foreign Documents Branch

SUBJECT: FDB Monthly Progress Report - September 1948

Forwarded herewith progress report of FDB for month ending 30
September 1948,

I, Impiemantation of Recently Proposed Plans

25X1C

25X1A

cs+ EUCOM Documents Project

The FDB screening team has returned to Washington, The
reports of its sotivities and recommendations will be avail-
able in the near future,

d., USSR Press and Periodiocal

Administrative difficulties are being correoted by State
to continue flow of USSR newspapers from Mosocow to the United
Stetes by air, At the present time, Branch negotiations with
Stete are in progress to include in the air shipments certain
key periodicals vitsally needed by FDB for exploitation pur-
poses.
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e, Survey of Non-Covernmentel Agenocies

The CIA Library is currently working on e project to ascer~
tain the existence, and availability of English language material
of interest located in various areas throughout the United States.
A representative of the CIA Library is visiting agencies in these
areas for this purpose, Foreign Documents Bremch is utilizing
this opportunity to have these same agencies end repositories
checked for foreign language holdings and has prepared in mimeo=
greph form questionnaires %o be filled out by the CIA Library
representative on the spot. These "contact report™ forms will
asgist FDB in segregating agencies that have nothing of interest
to the Branch from those agencies that should be further ex-
ploited for foreign language material, Sixty-five (65) agencies
will be covered in the field trip to | | now in
progress. , 25X1A

fs Korea Document Projeot

The primery mission of the State screening team to Kores
was to seleot doouments for evacuation to Washington. How-
ever, in view of FDB interest in current North Korean publi=
cations, State has promised that every effort will be made by
the soreening party to procure them., Further, State will con-
tact Army officials in South Korea to ascertain the feasibility
of utilizing existing Army facilities to prooure these publi-
cotions,

ge "Third Country" Project

The State Department is currently receiving replies from
its representatives abroed in conjunction with FDB project in
surveying "third countries™ to ascertain the existence and
availability of USSR publications in countries other than the
USSRe It is hoped that this survey will enable the intelli=
gence agencies to increase coverage for the publications in
question,

he Coordination of Translation Aotivities

(1) Additional abstreot cards were received from the Air 25X1A
Foroce Projeotl |

(2) A listing of completed translations and translations
in progress was sent to the Branch by the Naval Research
Laboreatory, -

ITI. Accomplishments
a. Library of Congress Catalogue Cards

Nearly 6,000 preliminary oatalogue cards of foreign
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lengusge books received by the Library of Congress were for=
werded to the Branch during September, To date, some 7,600
titles have béen received covering seventeen leanguages.

25X1C 4, Publication

Recently the Library of Congress turned over funds to
the Department of State to cover all publications prooured
25X State in[ _____ |Since FDB has sn interest in these pubm
1 igstions, a conference was held at State in whioh it was
agreed that, initially, all publications will be channeled
to FDB for soreening., Publications of no value will be re=-
turned immediately to State for forwarding to the Library of
Congress; publications of intelligence value will be re=
turned by the same channels upon completion of exploitation.

¢. Branch Briefing by Moscow Procurement Cfficer

A conference was held on 30 September during which Mr,
Wealey Ruggles, State Procurement Officer in Moscow for the
past two years briefed Branch personnel on the procurement

i sia, Thig meeting further confirmed the be=

25X1A

25X1C

III, Projects Gon’cemplated or Recommended
ae Proposed Publication of Accession lists by FDB

During the month formal recommendations were for=
warded recommending the publication of an Accession List
publication for foreign language books of intelligence
value. Accession Lists would be mimeographed in form
with a conventional CIA, FDB wover, flyleaf, explanatory
note, teble of contents, and subject metter, The publl-
cation of two (2) types is proposed: Scientific and
Genersel. In view of the inorsasing number of Russian
books and monographs now being received by FDB and the
existence of books in other repositories similar to those

e
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nation in providing CIA and TAC with this information.
be Coordination of Translation Services for IAC Agencies

FDB is authorized and directed by memorandum of ADO,
3 September 1948, "Function of the Foreign Documents Bremoh",
paragraph 3,4(3), to coordinate with govermment agencies
performlng trenslation work., DBecause a central translation
coordination service is seriously needed among government
agenoles, and since FDB is authorized to effect this co-
ordination, approval for the below outlined project has been
recommended:

(1) Collecting, carding, snd adequately cross=
filing all information on translations anticipated,
in progress, or completed by government sgencies ocom
operating in the coordination effort; operating this
central translation file for the information and
service of IAC agencles,

(2) Monthly publication of a "Consolidated
Translation Survey" or "Consolidated Translation
Bulletin™ in which translations started or completed
during the preceding month will be listed for the
Information of IAC agencies,

25X1A
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